
The elec�ons are on us yet again and we, as concerned ci�zens, are witnessing mul�ple kinds of 

violence – cultural, communal, state terror and other socio-economic forms of violence. The 

vicious poli�cs of divisive forces have been a�emp�ng to create further polariza�on contrary to 

the principles enshrined in the Cons�tu�on. Authoritarianism of the state has led to a declining 

space for dissent leading to silencing the voices for change. The corporate interests have been 

responsible for the misuse of natural and human resources. In the name of the market, people 

and their interests have been betrayed. Strengthening the democracy and safeguarding the basic 

rights guaranteed by our Cons�tu�on entails that every sincere ci�zen must play an ac�ve role in 

this elec�on. In order to put in place, the ci�zen-centric democra�c governance, the people's 

par�cipa�on at all levels of governance from planning, implementa�on, monitoring and 

evalua�on is of vital importance and therefore we the people have come together to present an 

agenda for governance. Hence, WE DEMAND

1. Protect and preserve life and security: Guarantee life with dignity, freedom from fear of 

violence, and having a peaceful coexistence. Ensure food security and sovereignty through 

comprehensive farmer/landless peasants/agricultural workers centric agrarian reforms. The 

safety and security of the ci�zens needs to be ensured through maintenance of the roads, 

regula�on of transport, affordable health care for all ci�zen and restric�ons on sound since Goa 

being the tourist des�na�on. Recrea�on facili�es such as the availability of halls and recrea�on 

parks for the public are to be provided and properly maintained.

2. Promote peace and harmony, guaranteeing human rights: Stop using laws against the poor, the 

minori�es, service-minded NGOs, People's Movements/Organiza�ons and human rights 

movements. Ensure right to free expression, associa�on, assembly and democra�c dissent. 

Promote high moral/secular values that could elevate the minds and aspira�ons of the ci�zens 

from self-centeredness and dehumanizing acts like molesta�on, eve teasing and rape against 

women, child abuse and child labour against children. Promote peace and harmony across the 

mul�-ethnic, mul� religious, mul�-cultural communi�es based on jus�ce.

3. Guarantee basic necessi�es and rights of all through People's par�cipa�on: Ensure effec�ve 

and �mely implementa�on of RTE Act, Panchaya� Raj Act, PESA Act and empower the 

marginalized who are mostly used as 'vote banks.' The immediate enforcement of the 73rd and 

74th cons�tu�onal amendment both in le�er and spirit need to be taken seriously to realise the 

local-self-government at the grass roots so that the PRIs no longer operate at the whims of state 

governments and their laws. Similarly we demand the repeal of the Town and Country Planning 

Act (1974) and reinstate the People's Development Act which considers decentralized planning 

that embraces 73rd and 74th cons�tu�onal amendments in all its planning. Ensure commitment 

to manage an educa�onal system that offers quality and universal educa�on to all irrespec�ve of 

their status or wealth, from the primary to the university. Allow the parents to choose the MOI 

they prefer for their children. Ensure quality and affordable health and housing to all with special 

focus on rural areas, women and children.
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welfare of the tradi�onal fisher-folk. The common pool of resources should be managed by the village 
communi�es rather than corpora�zing them. As a result of large-scale purchase of land by persons 
from outside Goa, including foreigners, the average Goan cannot afford a house or land in Goa. 
Furthermore, there is large scale migra�on into the State which is destroying Goa's iden�ty, unique 
culture and heritage. Immediate steps need to be taken to grant Goa, special status for the 
preserva�on of its iden�ty and culture.

6. Advance and strengthen gender jus�ce: Take immediate steps to accord minimum 33% 
reserva�on to women in assemblies, ensure the effec�ve implementa�on of it in Panchaya� Raj 
Ins�tu�ons and propor�onate representa�on of dalits, tribals and OBCs in the same. Enforce 
equal wages for equal work for both women and men. Ensure stringent and prompt ac�on to 
punish those found guilty of sexual harassment in the work places. Enact a comprehensive Act 
that safeguards the rights, dignity and interest of the Domes�c Workers who are very vulnerable 
to various types of exploita�ons! Take urgent measures to prevent the trafficking of women and 
children. Enact strong legisla�ons to check female foe�cide and infan�cide.
  
7. Ensure freedom of Religion and Minority Rights: Enact Communal Violence (Prohibi�on) Act to 
end all forms of communal violence. Take effec�ve measures to deal with organiza�ons involved in 
communal violence. Any a�empt to offend religious sen�ments, respect for the other or to distort the 
history and cultural diversity of the State in the minds of young in educa�onal system should be 
stopped. Cons�tute Minority Commission in the State immediately.  Right to prac�ce one's Religion 
of choice needs to be guaranteed.

8. Promote Transparency and Accountability in Governance: Stop watering down the RTI Act. Ensure 
that all ci�zens of this country are accountable to this Act. Promote transparency and accountability 
in governance both in the private and public sector. Ini�ate and strengthen Lokayukta and form 
independent vigilant bodies at every governing structure to stop corrup�on and ascertain 
transparency. Anybody found guilty of corrupt prac�ces must be penalised. Instead of harassing the 
common people for black money, enact laws in the State for the return of black money in foreign 
banks and other financial ins�tu�ons and to punish all those responsible for this prac�ce from all 
public office. Casinos are the huge source of black money in the State. Allowing the casinos to func�on 
in the State and talking about figh�ng corrup�on and black money is ridiculous. We demand ban on 
casinos as it is a source to convert black money into white giving rise to crimes such as drugs, 
gambling, pros�tu�on and human trafficking. The scam like the Demone�sa�on needs to be 
thoroughly inves�gated and the guilty needs to be punished.  Vo�ng irregulari�es during the 
elec�ons including the use of vo�ng machines (EVMs) for manipula�on in favour of a par�cular party 
needs to be stopped. When a sizeable number of ci�zens have doubts about the use of EVMs, why not 
change to the ballot paper? Ensure free and fair elec�ons by respec�ng and guarding the autonomy 
and independence of the Government Ins�tu�ons at all cost.

9. Preserve Environment and Promote Sustainable Development: Prevent commercializa�on of 
natural and mineral resources. Frame and implement people friendly and eco-just policy with 
regard to the governance of natural and mineral resources. Let no development project be 
sanc�oned at the cost of environmental damage. Regulate the mining ac�vi�es and relate these 
with the development of local communi�es. Fill in the pits caused by the opencast mining. Follow 
the “polluter pays” principle so that righ�ul compensa�on would be paid to the communi�es. 
Create with immediate effect the Permanent Fund from mining enterprises as ordered by the Apex 
Court and let it become the common pool of resources for the people to be used for their 
development as they deem it fit. Promote sustainable development through regenera�on of 
natural resources by promo�on of non-conven�onal energy and judicious use of natural 
resources. Strictly implement the environment protec�on laws as 



they apply to industrial effluents and disposal of hazardous materials. CRZ viola�ons should be taken seriously and so 
also the pollu�on of water bodies by hotels, spilling of oil in the sea causing damage to the marine life and pollu�on 
through garbage dumped by casinos in the rivers. Hitherto the ruling dispensa�ons both in Goa and the centre have 
turned deaf ears to the people's protests against na�onalisa�on of rivers; Goa as coal hub; Sagarmala projects; giving 
autonomy to Mormugoa Port Trust (MPT) by enac�ng the major Port Authori�es Bill, 2016, dilu�ng the CRZ 
no�fica�on; planning of the coastal 4 lane road from Canacona to MPT; demolishing the fishermen houses at Baina; 
proposing 4 expansion projects at MPT; increasing coal handling and proposing the designated corridor for 
merchantships and distruc�on of land, lives and felling of trees at MOPA, due to expansion of roads. The Government 
has to listen to People's voices and stop with immediate effect the developmental paradigm unleashed on us that is 
leading to death, disease and destruc�on. 

The upcoming elec�ons are an opportunity to assert what is due to the people of the country by making 
representa�ves to provide an assurance that they will remain faithful to the Cons�tu�onal mandate. Democracy is 
strengthened when we have leaders who are accountable, sensi�ve and work for the good of the country. Please 
endorse it, if you agree with the charter of demands 

Candidate's name and Signature: 

All the best, dear VOTER! Your VOTE is very PRECIOUS!  
Go and Vote for the Protec�on and Future of India!  

!! JAI HIND !! 

 Budding Friends of Nature

Email: swades.goa@gmail.com
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